
Thank you for the love and support you have given, and continue to give, to Silverbrook United 
Methodist Church. 
 
As we think about our Silverbrook United Methodist Church mission statement, is it merely a catchy 
slogan or something more? We invite all to rest in the peace of Christ, to explore the word of God and 
to shine God’s light into the world.  I advocate it’s more than a slogan.  Silverbrook lives that mission 
every day. For such a small church, Silverbrook is so many different things to so many people.  It is a 
place to reflect, escape, listen, and learn.  It is a place to meet with friends.  It is a place for help and 
a place for fun.  It is also a place to give of yourself, your time, your service and yes, your money. 
 
I’d like to discuss stewardship at Silverbrook United Methodist Church with you today.  To steward 
means to protect, to nurture, to save or to make safe.  Today, if our church is going to do God's work 
in this world, it needs us to steward it by allocating some of the material riches God has blessed us 
with for its work.  How much to allocate is a matter of conscience.  The Bible calls for us to give a 
tenth of our earnings back to God. While 10% may seem like a lot, it's not very much when we realize 
that all we have came from the energy, skill and knowledge that God has given us. It's a small 
sacrifice. 
 
John Wesley’s statement about finances was to earn all you can, save all you can, and give all you 
can.  As we look at our stewardship for the past year, we have taken a “make our church a vibrant 
place in our community” approach.   

1. Income is derived from offerings and individual tithes, fundraisers (Spring Fest and Fall Fest 
funds (unfortunately suspended because of COVID) dedicated to benevolence), and facility 
use. The local community groups that use our church, such as the Girl Scouts and Alcoholics 
Anonymous do so at no expense. (These activities provide a valuable contribution to our 
community).   

2. Rental Income.  The SDA Church, rents our facility and provides over $11,000 annually.   
 
I’d like to share what we GAVE to various people in need this year.  In general, over 30% of our 
budget is given to benevolences, which support people in need.   This all changed with participation 
rates and COVID. 

1. Apportionments.   Each Methodist Church is required to pay both a Conference and District 
Apportionment to support the ministries of the United Methodist Church worldwide and in 
Northern Virginia.  We gave almost $19,000.  That has gone to $0. 

2. We also donate money, food, and goods to needy families in our community.  Here are some 
examples from 2019.   

a. We gave $2,000 in scholarships so needy children and families can attend Camp 
Highroad.   

b. We gave over $1,000 to the Lorton Community Action Center for their heating fund. 
c. We gave over $1,000 to Wesley Housing for school supplies 
d. We gave $4,200 for hurricane relief 
e. We gave over $1,800 in flood relief.   
f. We gave $2,185 (2020) and $150 (2021) 

 
Expenses.  I wish we had none, but as with any household, that is not true.  God’s house is no 
different.  Our expenses include salaries for 3 part-time employees, church programs, and general 
administrative expenses (property expenses, taxes, and insurance).   
 
Additionally, the Trustee Committee has been busy the past few years. 

1. $1,300 was paid to install the new kitchen sink. 
2. Over $3,000 for the new Sullenberger entry door. 
3. Over $4,000 for our new video center. 
4. Over $40,000 for the parking lot paving. 
5. Over $7,000 for the sanctuary window restoration. 
6. $1,225 in 2021. 

    



Our trustees have worked to make the church as efficient as possible in its use of energy and space.  
They changed lighting, added dehumidification, evaluated heating and air conditioning equipment, 
and re-set the programmable thermostats.   
 
We need to make our physical space attractive and restful to those who will visit our church hoping 
to find a spiritual experience outside of the traditional Sunday Services.  Our Sanctuary is 114 years 
young, and a building we all treasure.   
 
The preservation and restoration efforts on the exterior walls have been completed, however, the 
sanctuary and Fellowship Hall will require a new heat pump, and a new roof.  Several options are 
being considered.  The roof has no existing problems, but is on the watch list given its age. 
 
When joining the church, we pledge to uphold it with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 
service, and our witness.  Prayers for our church connect us to God and to each other, and help us to 
realize just how important the church is in our lives.  Our presence gives us the opportunity to rest 
in the peace of Christ, to explore the word of God and to shine God’s light into the world (heard that 
before?).  The gifts we have from God are innumerable, and are not just monetary.  We each have a 
talent to share, which brings us to service.  What can we each do to strengthen Silverbrook, and help 
it to achieve its mission?  As members of Silverbrook, and the United Methodist Church, how we 
conduct ourselves and care for those around us spreads God’s love.   
 
How can you help? 
 
Money in the collection plate provides the bulk of the funds that allow us to do God’s work, and reach 
out to people in need.  Please prayerfully consider tithing, and making your personal commitment to 
the church (your pledge helps us to budget effectively). 
 
Some of the issues before us will require a significant capital fund. Generous contributions of money 
will help, but your time and knowledge can too.  
 
Do-it-yourself projects can also help make our buildings and grounds nicer.  We can be ambitious 
with these projects if we know we have the hands to tackle them.  If you have a skill or an idea, 
please share it with Pastor Tim.  The Adopt-A-Church mission is a simple way to help keep our costs 
down. 
 
When plunged into difficult times, can you rejoice and become a miracle to those around you?  The 
problems may surround us, but we choose to put our focus on God’s promise for our lives and the 
possibilities that still abound.  The finances of the church create these possibilities and let the 
church shine as a beacon of hope, help, outreach, and love.  Your annual support will move our 
church vision and our ministries in the upcoming year.  Our building and grounds provide a sacred 
space for us to encounter God.  Our stewardship campaign is not just a plea for money.  It is a 
mission to reach the world through Christ.  We encourage you to come and be part of it!  
 
 
Shawn Grunzke 
Finance Chair 
 
 


